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in the correspondence growing out of the affair.
The Government really relied for its justifica-
tion, however, not upon these technical pleas but
upon the broad grounds of equity. America has
learned in the last few years how important it is
for its safety that "scraps of paper" be held sacred
and how dangerous is the doctrine of necessity.
Nevertheless it is well to observe that if the United
States did, in the case of Panama, depart somewhat
from that strict observance of obligations which it
has been accustomed to maintain, it did not seek
any object which was not just as useful to the
world at large as to itself, that the situation had
been created not by a conflict of opposing inter-
ests but by what the Government had good rea-
son to believe was the bad faith of Colombia, and
that the separation of Panama was the act of its
own people, justly incensed at the disregard of
their interests by their compatriots. This revo-
lution created no tyrannized subject population
but rather liberated from a galling bond a people
who had, in fact, long desired separation.

With the new republic negotiation went on
pleasantly and rapidly, and as early as November
18, 1903, a convention was drawn up, in which
the United States guaranteed the independence of